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Wider Access To Hypertension And Heart Failure Medication
Patients now have easier access to hypertension and heart failure treatments - COZAARTM (losartan potassium) and HYZAARTM (losartan potassium and hydrochlorothiazide) - thanks to PHARMAC widening the Special Authority criteria on 1 June 2008. 
COZAAR is an angiotensin II receptor antagonist (AIIA) and is indicated for the treatment of hypertension, and for the treatment of heart failure in patients intolerant to an ACE inhibitor.  It is also indicated in hypertensive patients with LVH to reduce the combined risk of cardiovascular death, stroke and myocardial infarction. In addition COZAAR provides renal protection for type 2 diabetic patients with proteinuria.
 HYZAAR is indicated for the treatment of hypertension where combination therapy is appropriate.


Widened access means doctors can now prescribe fully funded COZAAR or HYZAAR when a patient is intolerant to only one ACE inhibitor, instead of two.  
PHARMAC has also expanded the access criteria so that doctors can prescribe COZAAR or HYZAAR for appropriate patients who are not adequately controlled on the maximum tolerated doses of an ACE inhibitor. 
The current Special Authorities for COZAAR and HYZAAR will be replaced by a single Special Authority applying to both products. Approvals will be interchangeable allowing doctors to upgrade COZAAR patients to HYZAAR without any additional paperwork. In addition, HYZAAR approvals will now be valid without further renewals.
Associate Professor Johan Rosman, Renal Physician at North Shore Hospital, says, "While COZAAR and HYZAAR have comparable hypertension control to an ACE, they don't cause the ACE cough and are generally better tolerated than an ACE. Like an ACE, they also protect the renal system and offer protection against stroke. In addition, because of the added diuretic, HYZAAR has all the benefits of COZAAR with up to 50% additional reduction in blood pressure".
 
 
"HYZAAR may benefit patients who are currently on an AIIA but need additional blood pressure lowering, or are on multiple antihypertensive therapies, are uncontrolled on ACE monotherapy, or can't tolerate an ACE."
COZAAR and HYZAAR are manufactured by Merck & Co Inc., known in New Zealand as Merck Sharp & Dohme (MSDNZ). MSDNZ Managing Director, Alister Brown, says, "We are pleased to see that more New Zealanders will get access to these products. We know there are many patients who are intolerant to ACE Inhibitors or simply not reaching treatment goals. This will give doctors another treatment choice and patients will benefit from the excellent tolerability of these products."  
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THINGS TO KNOW BEFORE USING COZAAR (losartan potassium) 12.5, 25, 50 and 100mg tablets: 


COZAAR is indicated for the treatment of hypertension, to reduce the risk of cardiovascular morbidity and mortality in hypertensive patients with left ventricular hypertrophy, to provide renal protection in type 2 diabetic patients with proteinuria and to treat heart failure in patients who cannot tolerate an ACE inhibitor. COZAAR should not be used in patients who have a hypersensitivity reaction. Precaution should be taken when administering COZAAR to pregnant women and patients with, hypotension, electrolyte/fluid imbalance, liver dysfunction or renal impairment. Common side effects are: dizziness, hypotension, anaemia, muscle pain (myalgia), migraine, cough, itching (pruritis), rash (urticaria), hypersensitivity, swelling of face, lips and tongue (angioedema). Rarely: hepatitis and liver function abnormalities. COZAAR is a prescription only medicine, fully subsidised under special authority for those who meet specified criteria. A prescription charge will apply. Marketed by: Merck Sharp & Dohme (NZ) Limited, Newmarket, Auckland. For detailed prescribing information consult the data sheet, or consumer medicine information phone 0800 500 673, or refer to the Medsafe website � HYPERLINK "http://www.medsafe.govt.nz" ��www.medsafe.govt.nz� . [MPI-CZR-5]








THINGS TO KNOW BEFORE USING HYZAAR (losartan potassium & hydrochlorothiazide) 50/12.5mg tablet: 


HYZAAR is indicated for the treatment of hypertension and a reduction in the risk of cardiovascular morbidity and mortality in hypertensive patients with left ventricular hypertrophy. HYZAAR should not be taken in patients who have anuria or a hypersensitivity reaction, including a reaction to sulphonamides. Precaution should be taken when administering HYZAAR to pregnant women and patients with liver or renal impairment, low blood pressure, fluid imbalance or diabetes. Common side effects are: dizziness, fatigue, cough, diarrhoea, urticaria. Rarely: hepatitis, hypersensitivity, angioedema. HYZAAR is a prescription only medicine fully subsidised under special authority for those who meet specified criteria. A prescription charge will apply. Marketed by: Merck Sharp & Dohme (NZ) Limited, Newmarket, Auckland. For detailed prescribing information consult the data sheet, or consumer medicine information phone 0800 500 673, or refer to the Medsafe website � HYPERLINK "http://www.medsafe.govt.nz" ��www.medsafe.govt.nz� . [MPI-HYZ-2]





For further information or to request an interview with Dr Johan Rosman please contact:


		


Sheryl Kurte


Manager, Global Communications New Zealand


Merck Sharp & Dohme (New Zealand) Limited


Ph 09 523 6116


Mobile 021 281 7584








About Merck


Merck & Co., Inc., which operates in many countries as Merck Sharp & Dohme (MSD), is a global research-driven pharmaceutical company dedicated to putting patients first. Established in 1891, Merck discovers, develops, manufactures and markets vaccines and medicines in more than 20 therapeutic categories. The company devotes extensive efforts to increase access to medicines through far-reaching programmes that not only donate Merck medicines but help deliver them to the people who need them. Merck also publishes unbiased health information as a not-for-profit service. For more information, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.merck.com/" �www.merck.com�.








Zocor® (simvastatin), Fosamax® (alendronate sodium), Singulair® (montelukast sodium) and Vioxx® (rofecoxib) are Merck registered trademarks.

Cozaar® is a registered trademark of E.I. du Pont de Nemours and Company, Wilmington, Delaware, USA
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