PROPECIA® and Rally of New Zealand: A Winning Partnership 

Petrol heads take note, the shriek of tyres, roar of engines and the smell of gas is about to begin but sadly the successful partnership between Rally NZ and PROPECIA® (finasteride, MSD) is in its final year. 

PROPECIA, a treatment for male pattern hair loss has finished its naming rights sponsorship because of changes being proposed to the regulations governing the advertising of prescription medicines. 

In the seven years that PROPECIA has been the naming rights sponsor, there has been considerable growth and development of the Rally and of motor sport in New Zealand. The sponsorship funds from PROPECIA have allowed for improvements to the practical (including safety) organisational and visual aspects of the event. 

Highlights Of The PROPECIA Sponsorship Include:
· In 2000, Merck Sharp & Dohme (MSD) celebrated its naming rights sponsorship of the PROPECIA Rally of NZ with a spectacular launch event at Aotea Square which was attended by several thousand people

· In 2001 the event was awarded the title of "Rally of the Year"
· In 2002 the PROPECIA Rally was awarded the New Zealand Sports Sponsorship Supreme Award and won the category of Best International Sponsorship at the SPARC sponsorship awards
· Recipients of The PROPECIA Young Driver scholarship have included Richard Mason and Chris West among others

· The Live Eye Helicopter was introduced in 2003 to feed live footage back to rally headquarters. This has increased the safety of the event and the footage is also used to broadcast live to remote locations 
· This year the PROPECIA Rally has been nominated for Best Long Term Sponsorship and Best International Sponsorship in the TVNZ and NZ Herald Sponsorship Awards. The winners will be announced on November 9
· Seven-time world motorcycle champion Valentino Rossi has confirmed he will compete in next month’s PROPECIA Rally of New Zealand. Rossi, a sporting superstar, will compete in a Prodrive-prepared Subaru Impreza World Rally Car
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Managing Director of Merck Sharp & Dohme, Alister Brown, says, “We are proud to have supported the PROPECIA Rally of New Zealand for seven years. This event has gone from strength to strength and it has been hugely beneficial for New Zealand tourism and sport.
"We thank Rally of NZ management, volunteers, and the other sponsors for working together to produce a safe and exciting event every year. We admire the huge amount of organisation and commitment it takes to put this together and we will miss being part of this hugely successful and fun event." 

THINGS TO KNOW BEFORE USING PROPECIA (finasteride) 1mg tablet: PROPECIA is indicated for the treatment of men with male pattern hair loss (androgenetic alopecia) to increase hair growth and prevent further hair loss. PROPECIA should not be taken by women and patients who have a hypersensitivity reaction. Precaution should be taken in regard to pregnant women handling PROPECIA tablets. A decrease of serum prostate-specific-antigen (PSA) may be seen upon testing. Common side effects are: decreased libido, erectile dysfunction, ejaculation disorder, decreased volume of ejaculate (each of these adverse effects occurred in less than two men in one hundred), testicular pain, breast tenderness/enlargement and hypersensitivity. PROPECIA is a private purchase prescription medicine that the patient will need to pay for. Price may vary across different pharmacies. Consult your doctor to see if PROPECIA is right for you, a normal doctors visit fee will usually apply. Use only as directed and if symptoms continue or you have side effects, see your doctor, pharmacist or health professional.

Marketed by: Merck Sharp & Dohme (NZ) Limited, Newmarket, Auckland

For detailed prescribing information, consult the data sheet or consumer medicine information on 0800 500 673 or refer to the Medsafe website www.medsafe.govt.nz . [MPI-PPC-2]. ® Registered trademark of Merck& Co Inc. Whitehouse Station, NJ. 10-07-PPC-06-NZ-4892-PR TAPS NA1680
